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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 1 1066 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, BQG 

SUBJECT: FRG DEMARCHE TO SOVIETS ON BEHALF OF 
RUDOLF HESS 

REF: BONN 10773 

1 . AT THE JUNE 13 BONN GROUP MEETING, THE FRG REP (VON 
BRAUNMUEHL) PROVIDED DETAILS OF THE FRG DEMARCHE TO THE 
SOVIETS DURING BREZHNEV'S VISIT TO BONN (REFTEL). HE 

SAID FEDERAL PRESIDENT SCHEEL MENTIONED HESS TO BREZHNEV 
AT THE LUNCHEON HOSTED BY THE SOVIET LEADER IN THE 
REDOUTE ON MAY 5, 1978. 

2. BREZHNEV REPLIED TO SCHEEL'S REQUEST THAT HESS BE RE- 
LEASED BY SAYING THAT THE CASE WAS A DOMESTIC POLITICAL 
PROBLEM FOR HIM WHICH WOULD NOT ALLOW HIM TO MAKE ANY 
CONCESSIONS ("KEIN ENTGEGENKOMMEN ERMOEGLICHE" ). 

BREZHNEV COMMENTED THAT IN THE SOVIET UNION IT WAS CUS- 
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TOMARY THAT SENTENCES BE SERVED. 

MEEHAN 
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